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NFI P/ CRS

Freeboardisa Win -Win

One of the best strategies for reducing flood damage is elevating structures  fi at least to the
base flood elevation (BFE) and preferably above that. It is not surprising, then, that nearly
80% of all CRS communities already implement at leasta 1 -foot freeboard standard. CRS
communities recognize that a freeboard standard benefits them in at least three ways:

1) Property owners realize lower insurance rates on a structure that conforms to a freeboard
requirement, because the extra level of elevation reduces the risk to that building.

2) Communities earn CRS credit for implementing freeboard, which translates into a CRS
premium discount for their policy holders.

3) Freeboard standards result in reduced flood losses:

Y Freeboard as credited under the CRS (at least 1 foot) is one of the floodplain
management measures found to have statistical significance in reducing flood losses,
according to a 2015 study by Texas A&M University;

A study conducted by FEMA Region VIl after the 2013 floods in northern Colorado
showed that losses would have been 30% higher had existing freeboard standards not
been in place, and that the reduction in losses would be even greater in a larger, 100 -
year flood.

A Freeboard Prerequisite for CRS

Because of the undeniable value of freeboard in flood risk reduction, the Federal Emergency
Management Agency (FEMA) asked the CRS Task Force to consider making freeboard a
prerequisite for joining the CRS. The CRS Task Force created the 2020 Freeboard Prerequisite
Committee and, after studying the issue, the Committee has recommended to FEMA that a

Class 8 freeboard prerequisite be implemented with the next (2020) edition of the CRS
Coordinatords Manual. The CRS team presented
engaged communities in discussions about it during the ASFPM conference in June.

The freeboard prerequisite proposed to FEMA would require future CRS Class 8 and better
communities to enforce at least 1 foot of freeboard for all residential buildings (including their
utilities, equipment, and mechanical systems)
where base flood elevations have been established by FEMA. Communities that do not

implement a freeboard requirement would be limited to a CRS Class 9 rating. All communities

that implement a freeboard requirement will receive CRS credit under Activity 430 (Higher
Regulatory Standards).

(continued on next page)
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The proposed Class 8 prerequisite supports the three goals of the CRS: reduce flood losses,
support the insurance aspects of the NFIP, and foster comprehensive floodplain management,
but it is also important for communities and homeowners. More

information will be coming in future newsletters. All communities

should also take time to consider whether a 2 -foot or 3-foot freeboard

standard would be appropriate for their communities. The Costs & Benefits

of Building Higher
Help in Explaining Freeboard

Whether you already have a freeboard requirement or are considering
one (or a higher one), it can be challenging to explain to builders, local
officials, community departments, and residents how it helps your
community and your property owners. The Association of State
Floodplain Managers (ASFPM) has a helpful flyer on the benefits of
freeboard. Using examples, it gives the key arguments in favor of a
communityds enforcing a requireme
flood elevation. To accompany the flyer, there is a guide and template
for creating a similar flyer tail
Local examples can be plugged in, and the flyer is designed to be

printed on plain letter -sized paper and folded i making it simple and
inexpensive to produce and reproduce. The flyer can be downloaded e i o
fromthe ASFEF P M0 s  wThéguidetisgosted on the CRS Resources www.floods.org
website. b B D

(Taken from the June/July 2018 Edition of the NFIP/CRS Update Newsletter)

Online Resources

At CRSresources.org

Dondt forget to browse the CRS Resources website per
materials. Al documents referred to in the Coordina
ble. If you cannot find a piece of information or document, please notify your ISO/CRS Specialist or NFIP-
CRS@iso.com. Here are some recent additions to the website.
> Webinar Schedulefi A schedule is posted under the Training & Videos page of the CRS Resources
website. This link has registration information. See the webinar schedule below.
> The most recent issue of the NFIP/CRS Update newsletter (April/May 2018), in case you missed it,
along with all other past issues, can be found under the 100s page of the CRS Resources website.
> Success with CRS is a page on the CRS Resources website with articles about the many ways in
which communities have found their own brand of success throughthe CRS. ® b b
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http://www.crsresources.org

Ri sMappi Asgs,ess menkl aammd ng
Pr-Bi scovery Newsl etter

Ami t e, Bayou Techeheftubethay Bawgupahoa, and Tick

Contact communities within watershed Develop watershed partnerships

FEMA develops Watershed Pre-Di Locals submit all ¢KS bzt 2% °SAid 2 0SNE
Engager?nﬁl?%?rat:;yrs ? rl\?(;vsll:l(:t):;ry a\(/)zizliailseud;nt;tao FEMA ¢ 2 17} % N‘l Qf 2aste . gAUK D2 Y'Y
' ' ' agktyR €20t b22ZR NRalX YA
WATERSHED DISCOVERY Uz2LAOa | yR a&olRN\G RAlalOsigaBalki <
aram O [ [ O O QO e | o2dzi AyONBIaAy3 NBaA{ASy
Y udz2N» £ KFT I NRa®

LEGEND: m FEMA/State action  m Community action ~ ® Product/tool for community use

wAial al!t YR 5Aa2020SNE ¢KN£dzEIK WA aq

a2 S  yOS f : -9

?%ﬁzavav %%Ee '2@% l\ltJSfll;deyZA iR
Yi

A

I 2YYdzymy SGKS 2+ 6SNBEKSRa

Adams

‘? ~ %
Clatahoula $ \ )

< Concordia j

Marion

EastEeliciana
St: Helena

Evangeline®

Tangipahoa

¥ 2% B
\West Baton 3 ‘} l >
Rouge 4 :
\J Q.
Jefferson Acadia ; k £
Davis
Lafayette 4 St. John
ﬁ the Baptist

County/Parish Boundary

Amite Watershed
‘ Bayou Teche Watershed Iberia
g ‘ Liberty Bayou-Tchefuncta Watershed |
oy o
¢._? Tangipahoa Watershed

Tickfaw Watershed St m

St. Charles |

Lafourche

s
L L

Terrebonne

\\\ l

pOTD RiskMAP

LOUISIANA DEPARTMENT OF
TRANSPORTATION & DEVELOPMENT



http://www.riskmap6.com/guidebook.aspx
http://www.riskmap6.com/guidebook.aspx




